JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

130 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light
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Break forth, O  beau-teous heaven-ly light, and ush-er in  the
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morn - ing. You shep-herds, shud-der not with fright, but hear the
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an - gel’s warn - ing. This child, now weak in in - fan-cy, our
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con - fi - dence and joy shall be, the powerof Sa - tan
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break - ing, our peace e - ter - nal  mak ing.
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This exuberant text, based on Isaiah 9:2-7, was the ninth of twelve stanzas in its original German hymn.
The chorale tune associated with this hymn went through many changes at the hands of later composers,
reaching its present form in J. S. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio.

TEXT: Johann Rist, 1641; trans. John Troutbeck, 1873 ERMUNTRE DICH
MUSIC: Johann Schop, 1641; harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1734 8.7.87887.7



